
Guy Jones 

Multi Agency Safety Testing 
Drug Checking at Music Events 

The chemistry, the challenges and the secret ingredient behind the success 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¦YΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǿŀƭƪ-in drug testing service 

 
Guy Jones MChem 

Senior Scientist - The Loop 
Technical Director - Reagent Tests UK 

Trustee ς Kosmicaid UK 
guy@reagent-tests.uk 



What is The Loop? 

ÅNon-profit  
ÅNon-government organisation 
ÅFocused on reducing harm and enhancing health and wellbeing 

through the night-time economy and leisure industry 
 



What is The Loop? 

Achieved using: 
ÅWelfare provision 

ÅEducation of partygoers 

ÅGeneral training for event staff 

ÅSpecialist drug education training 

ÅDrug checking 
 

 



Background 
ÅThe Loop was founded in 2013  

ÅProf. Fiona Measham (Criminology) and Wilf Gregory (Music Producer) 

ÅTheir combined experience and expertise produced The Loop 

 



Background 
ÅLƴƛǘƛŀƭƭȅ άƧǳǎǘέ ŘǊǳƎ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǿŜƭŦŀǊŜ 

provision at events in Manchester, UK 

ÅQuickly decided to invest in drug testing 
equipment  

ÅDrug testing was only available to medics and 
police at first 

ÅTesting contents of drug surrender bins gave 
information about drug trends 

ÅThis information could then be used to send out 
careful social media alerts  

 

 



Background 
ÅSocial media alerts must not be over-used 

or they will be ignored 

ÅThey must be specific so that people can 
take direct action 

ÅTypically only 1-2 alerts per festival 

ÅAllow us to reach people who do not use 
the service 

 



Background 
ÅBehind-the-scenes testing 

demonstrated professionality and 
expertise 

ÅAllowed the development of a 
strong relationship with the police 

ÅMedia exposure showed the police 
and The Loop were helping to keep 
people safe 

ÅWe still had an awareness that 
more could be done 

 

 



Public testing 
ÅIn the UK, testing publicly requires approval 

from: 

ÅLocal Police 

ÅEvent organisers 

ÅLocal Public Health 

ÅLocal Council 

ÅIf any group disagrees, the testing cannot go 
ahead 

ÅIt took 2 years to find a region where all four 
organisations would accept 



Public testing 
ÅOne of the major challenges was liability :  

Å²ƘƻǎŜ άŦŀǳƭǘέ ƛǎ ƛǘ ƛŦ ǎƻƳŜōƻŘȅ ƎŜǘǎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ 
tested and still becomes unwell? 
ÅEven pure MDMA is dangerous 

 

Å¢ƘŜ [ƻƻǇ ŀƎǊŜŜŘ ǘƻ άƛƴǘŜǊǾƛŜǿέ ǘƘŜ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ 
Users to ensure they knew the risks 

ÅIn 2016 we got approval for 2 festivals 



The Testing Process 

ÅSample drop-off 

ÅTesting 

ÅInterview & results 



Sample Drop Off 

ÅThe staff ask questions about the sample 
ÅName of pill 

ÅPurchase origin (at festival/at home/internet) 

ÅThe Service User uses tools provided to 
put the sample into a bag 

Å1 pill or 0.025g (25mg) of powder 

ÅSample is given a unique number 

ÅReturn in 45 minutes for result 



Lab testing 

Åά.ǊǳƪŜǊ Alphaέ ƛƴŦǊŀǊŜŘ ǎǇŜŎǘǊƻƳŜǘŜǊ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ 
important piece of equipment. 
ÅHighly portable 
ÅTest takes 120 seconds with 3 people 
ÅNo running costs 
ÅResult is available through attached computer 

 



Lab Testing 

ÅAdditional tests are used for uncertain samples 

Å¦± ǎǇŜŎǘǊƻǎŎƻǇȅ ƻǊ άaŀǎǎ [ƻǎǎ !ƴŀƭȅǎƛǎέ ǳǎƛƴƎ 
solvents for pill strength 
ÅAverage 20 minutes for a result. 10 per hour. 

ÅReagent tests are used for LSD and some other 
samples 



Results collection 
ÅService users return with sample number 
Å5 minute wait to see a worker 

ÅOpen from 11:00 -19:00 

ÅResults are returned in a private booth 

ÅFriends can listen to the results at the same time 

Åbƻǘ Ƨǳǎǘ άƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ȅƻǳǊ ǊŜǎǳƭǘέ 


