WE ARE THE LOOP

Multl Agency Safety Testing
Drug Checking at Music Events

The chemistry, the challenges and the secret ingredient behind the success
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Whatis The Loop?

ANon-profit
ANon-government organisation

AFocused on reducing harm and enhancing health and wellbeing
through the nighttime economy and leisure industry
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Whatis The Loop?

Achieved using:

ANelfare provision

AEducation of partygoers
AGeneral training for event staff
ASpecialist drug education training
ADrug checking




Background

AThe Loop was founded in 2013
A Prof.FionaMeasham(Criminology) and Wilf Gregory (Music Producer)
ATheir combined experience and expertise produced The Loop
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@ The Loop m
BaCkground Purple TO MOrrow Iand ecstas) pil Is tested by

WHI r tonight
O ng r\ DN‘A Plewse take care

ALYAOGALIff @& da2dzadé RNXz tartiowgoslow
provision at events in Manchester, UK

AQuickly decided to invest in drug testing
equipment

ADrug testing was only available to medics and
police at first

ATesting contents of drug surrender bins gave
Information about drug trends

AThis information could then be used to send o
carefulsocial media alerts




@ The Loop m
BaCkg round PL{r;JIe To'morrov.fland ec.s'ta'sy pills tested by

WeAreThelLoopU! WHP_Mcr tonight
220mg MDMA. Please take care

ASocial media alerts must not be owased artlowgoslov
or they will be ignored

AThey must bespecificso that people can
take direct action

ATypically only 2 alerts per festival

AAllow us to reach people who do not us
the service




Background

ABehindthe-scenes testing
demonstratedprofessionality and
expertise

AAllowed the development of a
strong relationship with thepolice

AMedia exposure showed theolice
and TheLoop were helping t&eep
people safe

AWe still had an awareness that
more could be done




Public testing

Aln the UK, testing publicly requires approval
from:

ALocal Police
AEvent organisers
ALocal Public Health
ALocal Council

Alf any group disagrees, the testing cannot go
ahead

Alt took 2 years to find a region whegdl four
organisations would accept
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Public testing

AOne of the major challenges whability :
A2 K2a4S &GFl dzZ G¢ Aa Al
tested and still becomes unwell?
AEven pure MDMA is dangerous

ACKS [22L) F IANBSR 02
Users to ensure they knew the risks

Aln 2016 we got approval for 2 festivals
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The Testing Process

ASample dropoff
ATesting
Alnterview & results
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Sample Drop Off

AThe staff ask questions about the sample

AName of pill
APurchase origin (at festival/at home/internet)

AThe Service User uses tools provided to
put the sample into a bag

A1 pill or 0.025g (25mg) of powder
ASample is given a unique number
AReturn in 45 minutes for result
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Lab testing

Ad. NIXp#ENI A Y TN NBR aLISOUNRY
Important piece of equipment.
A Highly portable
A Test take420 secondsvith 3 people
A No running costs
A Result is available through attached computer




Lab Testing A

:
A Additional tests are used for uncertain samples ‘e g 1
Al + aLSOGNRAaAO2LR 2NJ aal & @ 4 vy
solvents for pill strength by =
A Average 20 minutes for a result. 10 per hour. - %
A Reagent tests are used for LSD and some other G? = it .

samples

= qst
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Results collection

AService users return with sample number
A5 minute wait to see a worker

AOpen from 11:0019:00
AResults are returned in @rivate booth

AFriends can listen to the results at the same time
Ab20 2dzad0 GKSNBE A& @e2dzNJ NBadzZ (¢
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